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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



The amendment document filed on 23 February 2007 is considered non-compliant because it has failed to meet the 
requirements of 37 CFR 1 . 121 or 1 .4. In order for the amendment document to be compliant, correction of the following 
item(s) is required. 

THE FOLLOWING MARKED (X) ITEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 

□ 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not include markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined. 

□ C. Other . 

□ 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1.72. 

□ B. Other . 

□ 3. Amendments to the drawings: 

□ A. The drawings are not properly identified in the top margin as "Replacement Sheet," "New Sheet," or 

"Annotated Sheet" as required by 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

□ B. The practice of submitting proposed drawing correction has been eliminated. Replacement drawings 

showing amended figures, without markings, in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 are required. 

□ C. Other . 

El 4. Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present. 

□ B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims) 

[3 C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status 
of each claim cannot be identified. Note: the status of every claim must be indicated after its claim 
number by using one of the following status identifiers: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), 
(Previously presented), (New), (Not entered), (Withdrawn) and (Withdrawn-currently amended). 

□ D. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 
[X] E. Other: See Continuation Sheet 

^ 5. Other (e.g., the amendment is unsigned or not signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.4): 
see attached PTO-90C 

For further explanation of the amendment format required by 37 CFR 1.121, see MPEP § 714. 
TIME PERIODS FOR FILING A REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

1 . Applicant is given no new time period if the non-compliant amendment is an after-final amendment or an amendment 
filed after allowance. If applicant wishes to resubmit the non-compliant after-final amendment with corrections, the 
entire corrected amendment must be resubmitted. 

2. Applicant is given one month, or thirty (30) days, whichever is longer, from the mail date of this notice to supply the 
correction, if the non-compliant amendment is one of the following: a preliminary amendment, a non-final amendment 
(including a submission for a request for continued examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114), a supplemental 
amendment filed within a suspension period under 37 CFR 1.103(a) or (c), and an amendment filed in response to a 
Quayle action. If any of above boxes 1 . to 4. are checked, the correction required is only the corrected section of the 
non-compliant amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. 

Extensions of time are available under 37 CFR 1.136(a) only if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final 
amendment or an amendment filed in response to a Quayle action. 

Failure to timely respond to this notice will result in: 

Abandonment of the application if the non-compliant amendment is a non-final amendment or an amendment 
filed in response to a Quayle action; or 

Non-entry of the amendment if the non-compliant amendment is a preliminary amendment or supplemental 
amendment. 
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-324) Application No. 1 0/684,249 



Continuation of 4(e) Other: claims 10-13, 15-18 have a status identifier of withdrawn - currently amended, but amendments to the claims 
are not provided, please refer to MPEP 714 and 37 CFR 1.121. 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner for Patents 

1) The Applicants' supplemental response received on January 26, 2007 is acknowledged and entered. 
Applicants elected a core structure of the general chemical formula XMR wherein 

(A) X is phenylpropyl or benzyl 

(B) M is NH, O, or CO; Ml is NH, O, or CH2; M2 is CO or CHNO 

(C) R is H, OH, CD3, OCD3, or CH3 

However, XMR is not a SINGLE, specific species wherein all of the bonds and atoms are defined as requested 
in the species requirement mailed on September 13, 2006. Applicants must elect a single, specific species of 
"X" (i.e. ONE SINGLE "X"; EITHER phenylpropyl OR benzyl), a single, specific species of "M" (i.e. ONE 
SINGLE "M"; ONE of NH, O, CO, CH2, or CHNO), and a single, specific species of "R" (i.e. ONE SINGLE 
"R"; ONE of H, OH, CD3, OCD3, or CH3). It is suggested that applicants elect a STARTING compound (e.g. 
Table 1 in response received on January 26, 2007). Thus the species election is incomplete because applicant 
did not elect a SINGLE SPECIFIC SPECIES as required. 

2) This is applicants THIRD non-compliant amendment letter and SECOND non-responsive letter. Please refer 
to the Office correspondence mailed on October 27, 2006; January 25, 2007, February 14, 2007, and the present 
Office correspondence. 

3) Since the period for reply set forth in the prior Office action has expired, this application will become 
ABANDONED unless applicant corrects the deficiency and obtains an extension of time under 37 CFR 
1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension fee have been 
filed is the date for the purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the 
fee. In no case may an applicant reply outside the SIX (6) MONTH statutory period or obtain an extension for 
more than FIVE (5) MONTHS beyond the date for reply set forth in an Office action. A FULLY 
RESPONSIVE REPLY must be timely filed to AVOID ABANDONMENT of this application. 



4) It appears that the applicant is unfamiliar with patent prosecution procedure. While an inventor may 



PTO-90C (Rev.04-03) 



- prosecute the application, lack of skill in this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum 
' protection for the invention disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney 
or agent to prosecute the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon skilled preparation 
and prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or agent. A listing of registered patent attorneys 
and agents is available on the USPTO Internet web site http://www.uspto.gov in the Site Index under "Attorney 
and Agent Roster." Applicants may also obtain a list of registered patent attorneys and agents located in their 
area by writing to the Mail Stop OED, Director of the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, PO Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

5) Any inquiry concerning this comunication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed 
to Amder D. Steele whose telephone number is 571-272-5538. The examiner can normally be reached Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Doug Schultz can be reached at 571-272-0763. The fax number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to 
the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
571-272-1600. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is avaliable through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217 
9197 (toll-free). 
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To : Examiner Amber Steele 

Re: Application number 10/684,249. Art unit 1639 



Dear Examiner Amber Steele : 

This letter is a response to the Patent Office Action sent on 052207. We hereby submit the 
correction required by the office. The claim listing is now submitted with correction. In previous 
correspondence, claims 10-13 and 15-18 were wrongly labeled as "withdrawn-currently 
amended". They are now correctly labeled with identifier "canceled". In the revised claim listing 
submitted here, we ask to cancel claims 10-13 and 15-23 as for reason explained below. 

What we disclosed was an automated method of metabolic stability analysis of libraries of 
organic compounds by mass spectrometry. Part of this method calls for conversion of a portion of 
the library compounds into compounds of higher masses by attachment of a fragment that 
contains stable isotope labeled atoms using a stable isotope labeled chemical reagent. These 
higher mass compounds are used as internal standards for mass spectrometric analysis of the 
library compounds. The method also calls for conversion of the remaining of the library 
compounds into compounds of similar chemical structure as those of the internal standards, 
except the stable isotope labeled atoms, by using a non-labeled version of the chemical reagent. 
While writing the dependent claims for this part of the method, we unintentionally create a 
burden to the office by categorizing library compounds into different types of compounds. In 
practice the mass spectrometer cannot differentiate among different types of organic compounds, 
it can only provide different masses from injected samples. The converted compounds, whether 
they contain stable isotope labeled atoms or not, are all same types of variants which are 
compounds of higher masses. In that context we would like to revise claim 1 to clarify the method 
and asked to cancel dependent claims 10-13 and 15-23 to avoid creating a burden to the office 
regarding species election. 

Kind regards, 



Hoa Nguyen 
14441 Beach Blvd, Suite 225 
Westminster, CA 92683 
Tel 714-373-4422 
Fax 714-771-6096 




